Advanced Spotter
Training 2009




From Last Time

= \We covered how to be a part of a group,
what is expected, and what you should
expect.

= \We discussed how a hetwork prepares
for'severe weather:
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This Time

= \We will describe how things were done
In our base when we actively ran the
lTornado Spotter' Network.

= \We will explore how a base should
function:
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Homework Review

Go over the homework problems from last

time:

= Think about how! youlcan best operate within
a group as a spotter.

= \Vhat method(s) woeuld youlprefer forbeing
contacted: What method(s) do you thinksare
MOSL realistici
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Homework Review (continued)

= How would you develop a relay for spotters
out of range of a radio base?

= \What exercises would you recommendifor
the coming year? WWhat exercises are you
mostilikely to) participate in?
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The Three Functions of a Spotter
Base

= The first task of a spotter base Is to serve as
a tripwire for network activation.

= Some networks rely on the NWS to tell
them when tojactivate; and only do so
whenja watchjisiissuied.

= [ pelieve that thisiisia mistake andiwill lead
10 SItUauensiwhererthererare norerganized
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The Three Functions of a Spotter
Base (continued)

= The base should be running well before
any severe weather'begins to impact your
area of responsibility.-

= This places a'lot ofi strainjon the base
personnel; but that isipart of the job:

= Only inrthissway canithe spotter'network
HOPE IO FESponadiieapidly/changing
SIlatens:




The Three Functions of a Spotter
Base (continued)

= The second task of a spotter base is to act
as a Storm Information Center.

= [he base personnel should have Internet
access and have radar, satellite; and
surface weather observations available.

= hey shouldibefamiliarwith -how: to
]nierpraﬂ all efttneniormaton thatis
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The Three Functions of a Spotter
Base (continued)

= |n this way the base can collect
iInformation about the storm(s) entering
the area so that they can direct spotters
appropriately, andithey can collect spotter
reportsito passithem on to the NWS:

= [he base personnelwill gather a good deal
pitIRorMation anoul now arstormeis
gdevelopingranaienaving:



The Three Functions of a Spotter
Base (continued)

= With practice this can take some of the
load| off of the forecasters at the NWS
since you will'be able to tell them what is
important; along with your conclusions
about what Isthappening:




The Three Functions of a Spotter
Base (continued)

= The third function of a spotter base is to
serve as a record-center.

= Each deployment isian educational
opportunity-

= Badar; satellite: photos, weather maps;

obSservations; reports; storm photosiand

Video shouldiberecorded anasioredior
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First Discussion!

= Think about how you
can help out with any
or alliofithese base

functions.
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Network Activation

= [t Is the responsibility of the spotter base
to activate the network.

= [t IS the responsibility of the spotter to
make this task possible.

"\ o~ [ 2
= plere IS \what algooaipase should aortc

malntaina igh=level oiieadiness:




Network Activation (continued)

= Perform a daily check of SPC Convective
Outliooks to see If there is a chance of
storms in your area. Do not simply
accept what;SPCisaysias holy writ.
Check itiout for'yourself: I youlthink
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Network Activation (continued)

= Find out what spotters will be available
should you need activate.

= [f youlare in a standby condition and you

pbecome aware of rapid storm

development Uupstream from you then
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Network Activation (continued)

= Activate if SPC puts out a watch for your
area.

= As a spotter you can help out by being
aware of the possibility of' severe
weather:
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Network Activation (continued)

= Have a radio or scanner that operates on
the base's frequency; have email
running to receive an email activation,
etc.

= Ky not te rely'on the phone or related
equipment tniess there are only a few
sporﬂers In leJr NETWoke
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Network Activation (continued)

= Ascertain what the situation is and if
there is some place In particular that the
base wants you to go to-

= Callithe base and ask them what they.
think:

=omoeudasstme thatanice sunny
MoerMngimeansterewWiliNenorsevere
Veatner




Network Activation (continued)

= Do not assume that a media forecast Is
correct (or the NWS for that, matter).

" Check and double check.




Storm-Information Center

= TThe base will have several sources of
Information.

= Badar is available through the Internet
and the base will' be responsible for
passing on regular radar reportsiduring

nrtnIsswaysihievase canicooradinatewitn
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Storm-Information Center
(continued)

= Satellite photos are also available.

= These can give clues about development
beyond local radar range, andi before
precipitation 6ccurs.

= [t canjalsoridentify, overshooting tops:
herbaseshouldiincorporatersatellite
gdatauniorthelrplianpingrandiniormation
EPOILSE




Storm-Information Center
(continued)

= Surface observations are also available
andi can give important clues as to the
surface wind field and other critical
iInformation that can be important; for:
findinglexisting boundaries: and other
Small=scalerweatherieatureson;
SIghiiicance:




Storm-Information Center
(continued)

= Scanners can be used to monitor law
enforcement and emergency responders
in your'area, and the base should have a
couple of these operating to pick up
reports for' spotters to investigate:
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Storm-Information Center
(continued)

= Alll of these sources allow the base
personnel to develop a good
Understanding of how the storm
situationis developing:

= [[hey can pass the information they get
ONLoItheENVWS and the SPpotiersiin the
fiela:




Message Center

= The base receives information from
spotters and passes it onto the NWS
(and possibly the local 911 center ifia
Ilfe-threatenmg situation develops)

= [hisiinformation should alsorbe given tc

the SPoLter ne,,rwx}g




Message Center (continued)

= Often the NWS will contact the base to
request specific information.

= Suchirequests need not be relayed to
field spottersif the base already has the

mformatlon
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Second Discussion!

= Think about what you
can do as a field
spotter to make the job
of base personnel
easier




Section 3

Skills Necessary for Base




Record-Keeping

= All reports should be logged with time,

location, and the substance of the report,
i time permits.

= Any sighificant radar pictures, satellite
photes; maps; etc: should also be saved
g 3100 IHfLC)F i f ._FOJCO 21 Uicalinimu
alds;
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Record-Keeping (continued)

= The base should have a place for all of
these records.

= Using a word-processor can make
record keeping easier:




Nowcasting and Forecasting

= A necessary skill to develop is the ability
to predict what the weather willibe in the
near future (over the next hour, or' So);
calledi nowecasting.

= [Theability torpredict what the weather
Willfberhoursiordza dMNOW ISialse
IMmporant;anaisicallieaNorecasting:

N INSHMpPoraAnNalaSeIPEISONRE]

AEVEIOPNIIESEISKIIISE




Nowcasting and Forecasting
(continued)

= Nowcasting Is vital to positioning mobile
spotters.




Spotter Tactics and Navigation

= |t Is also Important that the base
personnel have an intimate knowledge of
local roads (I recommend the Dellorme
gazetteers).

= This will helprspotters:to getiinto
positioniand terhave a good safe route
dWayirom potentialitrotnie:




Spotter Tactics and Navigation
(continued)

= With such knowledge of the roads,
topography, and the storm situation, the
base canjassign spotters to locations
effectively.

= \Without it; such deployments;willfbe
HIFEr-MISS By IUCK; and thatis
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A Word (or more) About Where to
Go From Here

= You have traveled a long way to get
here.

= You are nearly done.

= After your exam|you will be aicertified
spotter.

= IRISHIS; of course; only the beginning-
EVERyayearwel earmmew tiingsabout
sump dncdaweNwilisavesawearly:
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A Word (or more) About Where to
Go From Here (continued)

= | anticipate that every few years enough
new material will'be accumulatedito
completely redo; this course:

= [lhere is alsorbase training, forecasting
training, and weather analysis training;
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A Word (or more) About Where to
Go From Here (continued)

= Even If you choose to do only the
minimal training; that, coupled with the
experience you will gain, will be a lot!




